
Q1. What age were you on your last birthday?

17-24 25-34

35-44 45-54

55-64 65-74

75+

Q2. What gender are you?

Male     Female   Other   
    

Q5. Where is your farm located?

Co Antrim          Co Armagh       

Co Down          Co Fermanagh  

Co Londonderry   Co Tyrone        

Q6. How many acres do you farm?

0-50 51-100

101-150 151-200

201-300 301 – 500

501-750 751-1000

1000+

Q9. What best describes your farm status?

Full-        Part-

Q7. Is your land…

Mostly SDA        

Mostly DA         

Mostly Lowland  
      

Q3. What best describes your marital status?

Married/Civil Partnership         

Single        

Divorced/Dissolved Civil Partnership 

Widowed        

Separated        

Prefer not to say        

Other (Please indicate below)

Q4. What best describes your role on the farm?

Main farmer         

Main farmer’s spouse/ partner        

Farming member of family farm         

Non-farming member of family farm  

Farm employee         

Farm Contractor         

Other (Please indicate below)

Farm Support Survey 2023
‘  Change’

Q8
conacre?

0-20%

20-40%

40-60%

60% +



                          

Your Main 
Enterprise

Any A
Enterprise(s)

Dairy
Beef Finishing
Beef Suckler
Sheep
Pigs
Poultry
Arable

Renewable Energy
Other (Please indicate below):

Hardly 
ever/
never

Less than 
once a 
month

Once a 
month

Once a 
week

Two or 

a week

’ve

1 2 3 4 5
Financial Pressures 1 2 3 4 5
Rising Costs 1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
Changes to Farm Subsidies 1 2 3 4 5
Workload 1 2 3 4 5
Labour Shortages 1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5

Farm Safety 1 2 3 4 5
Maintaining Farm Records 1 2 3 4 5
Animal Disease – TB, Bird Flu 1 2 3 4 5

n 1 2 3 4 5
Rural Crime 1 2 3 4 5
Land Availability 1 2 3 4 5
Farm Business Succession 1 2 3 4 5

Mental Wellbeing 1 2 3 4 5

Physical Health 1 2 3 4 5

Q10. What enterprise(s) do you have on your farm?

Hardly 
ever/ 
never

Less 
than 

once a 
month

Once a 
month

Once a 
week

Two or 
more 

week

 Q12. What enterprise(s) do you have on your farm?

Q11. How many hours do you work on farm in an 
average week?

0-20                                21-40       

41-60                              61-80       

80+           

Q12 per week would you work alone on 
the farm?

Q13. On a scale of 1-5 (1 being the least & 5 being the most) 
please circle the box that demonstrates how concerned you 
are about each of the following issues:

Q13. On a scale of 1-5 (1 being the least & 5 being the most) 
how concerned are you about each of the following issues:

Q14. Please list your top 3 
farm business now and in the next 18 months.

 

 

 

Q15. Please list your top 3 YOUR 
farm family now and in the next 18 months.

 

 

 

Q17. Below are some statements about feeling and thoughts. 
Please circle the box that best describes your experience of 
each over the last 2 weeks.

Q17. Below are some statements about feeling and thoughts. 
Please circle the box that best describes your experience of 
each over the last 2 weeks.

Q16

the gym etc.

Q16

the gym etc.

Never     Rarely      

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.



needed to talk about something personal? 

Spouse/family member           

Close friend                                

GP/Health professional           

               

No one                                        

Other (please indicate below)          

Q19
your farm business?

Yes    

No    

Q19
your farm business?

Yes    

No    

Q20. If not, what are the barriers?

                

                     

No one of appropriate age          

No one seems interested             

No family                                         

Other (please indicate below)                  

Q21. Do you have an up to date will in place?

Yes                      No 

Q22. If not, what are the barriers?

                                     

                                           

Not engaged with a solicitor/accountant      

Don’t know where to start                                

                           

Other (Please indicate below)                                        

Q23. 

Yes               No    

Q24 te in any of the following groups?

Business Development Group                          

Young Farmers’ Clubs Ulster                             

Ulster Farmers’ Union                                                                       

Local farmers’ group                                           

Other community group:(please indicate below)                         

Q25 regular basis?

Farming Life/Farm Week           

Irish Farmers Journal                  

Local Newspapers                       

Other (please indicate below)              
 

Q26  you regularly engage with?

Facebook                                             

                                                

Instagram                                            

Tik Tok                                                   

Snapchat                                              

YouTube                                                

I don’t engage with social media    

Other (Please indicate below)                           

Q27
internet for in the past 3 months?

Emails                                                         

Shopping                                                    

            

                                  

                                    

Watching sports                                        

Watching farming webinars                    

     

I don’t use the internet                             

Other (Please indicate below)                                                                         



Q28. Have you availed of any Rural Support’s services? 
E.g. joined a programme, 

 RS Support 
Line etc. 

Yes                                       

No                                       

Don’t know           

Q29. If so, would you recommend Rural Support to 
others?

Yes                  

No                     (if no please provide reason below)

Don’t know    

Q30

Social Media                   Farming Press                               

Local Papers                                              

Radio                                Never heard of Rural Support   

Other (please indicate below)                                                                   

 To enter our prize draw please add 
your details below.

 To enter our prize draw please add 
your details below.

Name:

Tel Number:

Email:

Do you consent to be added to our prize draw? 

Do you consent to be added to our database so that you can receive updates about our programmes and services?    

wish to be contacted by:                        Email                     Phone                     Text         

Name:

Tel Number:

Email:

Do you consent to be added to our prize draw? 

Do you consent to be added to our database so that you can receive updates about our programmes and services?    

:

Email                     Phone                     Text         

lines are open 9am – 9pm Monday to Friday.

farmsupport@ruralsupport.org.uk

This survey is organised by Rural Support and supported by the NFU Mutual Charitable Trust.

open 9am – 9pm Monday to Friday.

re please contact Rural Support on 0800 138 1678 or email 
farmsupport@ruralsupport.org.uk

This survey is funded by Rural Support & NFU Mutual Charitable Trust.

Please use this space for any further comments you may have.

Please return completed survey to your local NFU Mutual office or post via the prepaid envelope 
to: Rural Support, Estate Building, Loughry Campus, Cookstown BT80 9AA by Monday 5th June 
2023. Alternatively you can complete it online at www.ruralsupport.org.uk or scan the OR code.


